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We are working our way through the book of Joshua, so please
turn with me to chapter 7. Those of us who are older probably remember when the first three Star Wars movies hit the big screen
(actually Episodes IV,V, and VI but first to come out). Do you remember the heartbreakingly sad ending in Episode VI – The Return of the Jedi - when Luke abandons Princess Leia and Hans
Solo, played by Harrison Ford, is killed in a firefight with the Imperial force? Who could ever forget that tearjerker ending?
If that ending, with Hans Solo dying – really dying – doesn’t
sound familiar to you, if you remember a happier ending to The
Return of the Jedi it’s only because George Lucas overrode producer Gary Kurtz’ darker vision for the movie’s ending. Lucas
knew audiences would want a happy ending and he gave it to
them.
When we get to the end of Joshua 7, we don’t like the ending. We
want to rewrite it and give it a happier ending, but we don’t have
that option. This is not a happy chapter - it’s a sad chapter with a
shocking ending, but it does convey to us incredibly important
truth about God, mankind, judgment, and the high cost of secret
sin. And in Christ we will be reminded that while there’s no happy
ending to this chapter, there is a happy ending to the story for all
those who believe in Jesus Christ. In the gospel, God rewrote the
ending from eternal death to eternal life for all who place their
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Keeping that hope in mind, let’s begin by reading the first verse.
Joshua 7:1
There is a phrase in Hebrew – actually it’s one word: Charam and
it means “devoted to destruction.” God told Joshua that when
they took Jericho it was to be entirely devoted to destruction. In

chapter 6:18 Joshua instructs his soldiers to “keep away from the
devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the
camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it.”
And they did just that: They devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women,
young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. Vs 21
The chapter ends with Joshua pronouncing a curse over anyone
who undertakes rebuilding Jericho, saying their firstborn son will
die when they lay its foundations and their youngest child will die
when they hang its gates. What’s up with this curse, and this idea
of the city being devoted to destruction?
To understand we need to travel back in time four hundred years
before Joshua. God told Abraham, “Your descendants will be
strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved
and oppressed four hundred years…. Then in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is
not yet complete.”
Four hundred years before Joshua, Canaan was already a
wickedly despicable place. God could have judged it then, but He
said their sin isn’t complete yet. God is patient and will sometimes allow a nation to grow more and more sinful before finally
saying, “enough. It is time for judgment to fall.”
Jericho was a rotten, wicked city. They committed what was detestable in the eyes of the Lord. Perhaps the darkest evidence of
their sin is that they would sacrifice their babies to Baal in the
hopes of appeasing him. Sin can so rot a person and a people
that God says, there’s nothing left here to redeem, it’s all contaminated, the only way to clean it is to destroy it. That was the
state of Jericho. And Israel did completely destroy it…
Except the first verse of chapter 7 tells us something that no one
else knows. The Jews don’t know it yet, Joshua doesn’t know it
yet, but we let in on a secret: an Israelite named Achan took
some of the items God told the Jews to destroy and hid them in

his tent and because of that the Lord’s anger burned white hot
against Israel. Only no one knows it yet.

1. 2-9
After defeating Jericho, Joshua turns his eyes on the next city to
conquer; a small city called Ai and this is going to be a breeze
compared to Jericho. They decide to send just three thousand
armies to dispatch this weak little city, but Ai defeats them and
kills 36 of Joshua’s men.
That is devasting news to Joshua and his leaders. It’s not just losing 36 men. It’s that all the nations in Canaan will hear that Israel isn’t indestructible and will surround them to destroy them.
Joshua desperately asks God, why is this happening? Why did
You bring us here just to destroy us? We are going to be wiped
off the face of the earth and then what will people say about You,
God?
1. 10-18
God says, stop whining, get up and take action! Then God reveals
that someone in the camp violated His command and stole things
that were devoted to destruction. God says, you need to destroy
what I devoted to destruction or you will all be destroyed.
Verses 14-18 outlines how probably through the choosing of lots
God narrowed down the twelve tribes to one tribe, one tribe was
narrowed down to one clan, one clan was narrowed down to one
family. And the family was narrowed down to one man: Achan.
Think about how terrifying this process must have been for Achan
as the noose kept getting tighter. But for some reason, he never
comes forward to admit what he’d done. He lets this painful
process go on and on until finally there was no place to hide.
Vv. 19-23

As Achan is standing there exposed, Joshua appeals to his conscience: give glory to God and confess what you’ve done. Don’t
hide it any longer! And Achan admits that when he saw the
riches, he coveted them. He wanted them for himself, and so he
took a Babylonian robe, some silver and some gold and hid them
in the ground under his tent. Finally he takes them to his tent and
they find what he had hidden.
The high cost of hidden sin
There is a warning in this story about secret sins. The first verse
says Israel, through Achan’s act, “broke faith in regards to the
devoted things.” The verb “broke faith” means to act under cover,
to deal secretly, treacherously. All sin is serious but there are secret, treacherous sins that are particularly repugnant to God and
whose consequences are that much more severe.
For a time Achan probably thought he got away with it. Even
when the 36 soldiers died, more than likely he didn’t make a connection. But it does remind us that our lives and actions are connected to others in our sphere. When Adam and Eve disobeyed
God’s command, sin and death entered mankind. God sees Israel
as a community, which is why verse 1 says Israel “broke faith”
when in reality it was Achan who broke faith. What one person
did affected the entire community. God deals with us as a community.
One of the lies that sin whispers in our ears is it’s not hurting
anyone else. But our sin does affect other people. When we
“break faith” with secret, hidden sin we are never the only ones it
hurts.
•

•

Years ago I pastored a church where the youth pastor was
caught visiting explicitly inappropriate sites on the church
computer. He may have thought it wasn’t hurting anyone
else, but it cost him his ministry, his wife was humiliated,
the church was hurt, and eventually his family fell apart.
One of the traits of dysfunctional families is they have secrets. There might only be one person committing the sin,
but it draws the family into its web where they live one life

•

•

•

behind closed doors and another life in public. Often, but not
always, it’s the wife and kids who suffer quietly in private.
It’s wrong and unhealthy. If someone is committing harmful,
destructive actions in private I believe those who know
about it should bring it into the light and get help.
Even hard-to-trace sins of omission like selfishness end up
hurting others. We might think, “hey, I’m not doing anything
wrong to anyone.” but the wrong we’re doing to them is the
good we’re NOT doing. We’re not investing in other people
the way the Lord wants us to cause we’re focused on ourselves. The saddest consequences of sins of omission might
be things we never see: the good we might have done in
other people’s lives had we given more of ourselves to others.
Bitterness is a hidden under the tent kind of sin – we don’t
usually advertise that we’re bitter. It’s inside where no one
sees it. But it simmers and stews inside of us, not only festering in anger towards those we perceive did us wrong, but
also makes us quicker to blame others for doing us wrong.
Bitter people tend to collect offenses against people easily.
And again, those around a bitter person, even if they’re not
directly in the crossfire of their bitterness, aren’t receiving
the love and kindness that person could be spreading if they
weren’t held in the grip of bitterness.
By the way, whole church congregations can also be affected
when there is secret sin going on. I watched with sadness an
entire network of churches get damaged by what some of
the top leadership chose to do. Their downfall wasn’t from
something done overtly, it was from something that done
covertly.

So let’s not believe the lie, it’s not hurting anyone. Yeah, it’s hurting someone.
Another of the lies sin whispers to us is no one will ever know.
Secret sins, sins that we hide under our tents hoping no one ever
finds out will one day be revealed – Jesus says nothing is hidden
that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will

not be known and come to light. What Achan faced that day was
a preview of the final Judgment Day when everything that is hidden under our tent will be exposed.
There’s a saying that there’s no better disinfectant than light and
remembering that everything we hide in the secrecy of darkness
will be brought into the light motivates us to disinfect our lives
from the rot of sin. John writes about this in his first letter:
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say
we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie
and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:5-9
5

Walking in the light doesn’t mean we never sin, it means digging
up the sins under our tent and bringing them to God in honest
confession and asking for His forgiveness. Verse 9 is an awesome
promise from God: if we confess our sins (bring them out of the
tent and into the light) He is faithful and just to forgive and
cleanse us. When we walk in the light, the Holy Spirit gives us
power to say “no” to ungodliness.
The final verses of chapter 7 are disturbing. It’s the sad ending I
talked about.
1. 24-26
This seems terribly unfair. Everything having to do with Achan –
his children (who are probably grown, and may have been complicit or at least known what Achan was hiding), his livestock, and
his wealth, including the items he had stolen were taken out to a
ravine and he and his family and livestock were all stoned to
death. Then everything was burned.

Because the passage says nothing about his wife, I think that
maybe she had already passed away but we don’t know. How incredibly sad that this man’s sin meant death for his entire family.
It doesn’t seem fair. But we need to keep two things in mind.
•

•

They had all been warned that everything in Jericho was to
be devoted to destruction. It is a very explicit term that they
were familiar with. And they were warned that if they took
any of the devoted things they would make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. When
Achan attached himself to that which God intended to destroy, he attached himself to its destruction. He condemned
his family when he disregarded God’s warning.
Our lives are a gift from God and He can call any life back to
Himself at any time and is perfectly righteous to do so. He
created us, He breathed life into us, and whenever He
deems fit, He can call us back to Himself. It’s a sad ending –
I don’t like it – but it’s a just and right ending.

God hates sin – hates it with a ferocity we can’t even imagine.
The Bible tells us that this entire world is devoted to destruction.
One day God will burn away the heavens and earth with tremendous heat – eradicating everything about this stained, fallen, contaminated world.
We are all Achan to some degree – there’s something hidden in
all of our tents. All of us have attached ourselves to despicable
things that God intends to destroy. None of us could stand before
God on Judgment Day. We were destined for an eternally tragic
ending.
But God, out of His deep love for this world, the people in the
world, you and me, wrote an alternative ending when He sent His
Son Jesus to die on the cross in our place, paying the price for
our sins and absorbing God’s fierce hatred of sin so that, unlike
Achan and his family, our ending might be rewritten from devoted
to destruction to destined for life.

If you have never given your life to Jesus, trusting him to save
you from God’s judgment, the Bible says today is the day of salvation. Don’t wait another minute, ask Jesus to come into your
life, wash you clean, and give you the free gift of eternal life. He’s
already paid for it in full, you just need to believe in him and ask
for it. Let’s pray.

