August 29, 2021
Romans Week 5

1 Samuel 16:9, Ezekiel 36:26

Religion Never Saves
You who call yourselves Jews are relying on God’s law, and you boast about your special relationship
with Him. 18 You know what He wants; you know what is right because you have been taught His law.
19 You are convinced that you are a guide for the blind and a light for people who are lost in darkness.
20 You think you can instruct the ignorant and teach children the ways of God. For you are certain that
God’s law gives you complete knowledge and truth. 21 Well then, if you teach others, why don’t you
teach yourself? You tell others not to steal, but do you steal? 22 You say it is wrong to commit
adultery, but do you commit adultery? You condemn idolatry, but do you use items stolen from pagan
temples? 23 You are so proud of knowing the law, but you dishonor God by breaking it. 24 No wonder
the Scriptures say, “The Gentiles blaspheme the name of God because of you.” 25 The Jewish
ceremony of circumcision has value only if you obey God’s law. But if you don’t obey God’s law, you
are no better off than an uncircumcised Gentile. 26 And if the Gentiles obey God’s law, won’t God
declare them to be His own people? 27 In fact, uncircumcised Gentiles who keep God’s law will
condemn you Jews who are circumcised and possess God’s law but don’t obey it. 28 For you are not
a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or because you have gone through the
ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true
circumcision is not merely obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by
God’s Spirit. And a person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people.Romans
2:17-29

1. What was the special relationship that the Jews had with God?
(2:17-18)

2. How did Jews describe themselves in relation to Gentiles? (2:19-20)
3. What did Paul accuse the Jews of? (2:21-24)
4. In 2:21-24, what did the Jews do that led the Gentiles to blaspheme
God’s name?
5. How might you describe the lifestyle of a hypocrite? Do you feel that
you have ever exhibited any of those qualities?
6. What might be an example of Paul’s description of being clean on the
outside yet dirty on the inside? What is the implication? What is the
danger?
7. What do you sense is the take away for you from today’s passage of
scripture?

Psalms 51:5

1. The description of religious pride

Discussion Questions
Read Romans 2:17-29

vs 17-20

Morphosis:__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2 Timothy 3:5

2. The practice of religion: hypocrisy
vs 21-24
James 3:1, Matthew 23:23-28

“We get so busy trying to perfect the practice of religion that we forget that God is also
concerned with mercy, love and forgiveness.” copied
3. The fruit of religion: transgressions
vs 25-29

A surgical procedure doesn’t indicate a changed heart.
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