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Sermon Series
Mark: The Drama of the Gospel: What It is and
How It Changes Everything
Sermon Title
The Community of Jesus
Sermon Text
Mark 3:6-19
Content
In the passage we are exploring this morning Mark is revealing Jesus beginning to form
his new community. He is beginning by forming a new leadership community, the
apostles. Later, at the close of the chapter he will continue with the theme of the new
family by asking the question, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” (Mark 3:33).
Even though the apostles have a foundational role that we do not repeat as theirs was a
unique role in the history of redemption, there are three aspects of community that we
learn here for our own discipleship. The first is that Jesus’ community has a communal
identity. It is significant that Jesus goes up on the mountain to begin to form his new
community. He is deliberately alluding to the twelve tribes of Israel from the Old
Testament. So Jesus is here beginning to form a people for himself, a people with a
communal identity. Second, he gives them a new relationship. We will review under
this point the significance of his naming them. And third, this community has a
missional vocation, or participates in the mission of Jesus. We also, do not have our
own mission, but participate in the mission of Jesus.
Gospel Connections
Having a missional vocation is living sent. And Jesus lived sent. Galatians 4:4-7 tells
us that “When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons.” And he was sent for us. God sent Jesus to
redeem us and to bring us to ourselves. And, as we will explore in the text we find
ourselves when we lose ourselves for him and for the gospel.
Application and Discussion Questions
1. What did you learn from this sermon? Specifically
a. What insights did you learn?
b. What questions do you have? Are there any areas you don’t
understand?
c. What areas of your life (be specific) do you sense God wants to
change as a result of this passage of Scripture?
2. Why is the number twelve in the calling of the disciples (apostles) important?
3. What does this passage teach you about the nature of discipleship?

