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We have seen throughout our study of the book of Ephesians that God is building
a new humanity, a new society, which He wants to be a contrast society with the
city of man, the world. The Church is God’s new society and within God’s new
society there is a divine order. He has ordered a relational structure within His
new society. Within God’s new society every category of people (husbands and
wives, parents and children, workers and bosses) have responsibilities and
obligations. Embracing your calling within God’s new society is part of living a
Spirit-filled life. This morning’s sermon explores how we go about embracing our
calling and to that end we will explore three things. (1) Submit to the Divine
Order. Paul uses the fifth commandment as his foundation for his instruction.
The Word of God is universal over everything and is there is an order for us to
submit to. (2) Trust the Divine Order. In v.1 when Paul tells children to obey
their parents he says simply, “For this is right.” Again Paul shows this by basing
his teaching on the fifth commandment, which is the hinge between the two
tables of the law. In the first table (commandments 1-4) we learn what it means
to love God with all our being and in the second (commandments 5-10) we learn
the summary of loving our neighbor as ourselves. And the fifth concerning
honoring our parents and those in authority over us is the hinge.
Gospel Connections
The third point is to live in the grace of the divine order. How can we possibly get
the power to live in God’s divine order in His new society? We need to
understand the grace of the divine order. One of the reasons God gave us His
Law is to show us our inability to keep it in order to show us our need for grace
and to drive us to Christ. In other words, we need a real, loving, heavenly Father.
And the gospel gives us a heavenly Father who loves us perfectly and
completely. So that whether we had wonderful parents, or carry with us hurt from
our families, we need to see the love of our heavenly Father.
Application and Discussion Questions
1. What did you learn from this sermon? Specifically
a. What insights did you learn?
b. What questions do you have? Are there any areas you don’t
understand?
c. What areas of your life (be specific) do you sense God wants to

change as a result of this passage of Scripture?
2. How do you honor your parents as an adult? How important is it that we honor
our parents? Why?
3. In summary looking at this complete section of Eph. 5:21-6:9, how does Eph.
5:21 apply to the six types of relationships found in 5:22-33; 6:1-4; and 6:5-9?
4. How does having the love and approval of your heavenly Father enable you to
love well within God’s new society?

